A 


Pmdhoe  Urban  District  Council. 

County  of  Northumberland. 


i  ,  I  . 


\ 


/  I  ■T'  '' » 

‘  r,t-  9 


/ 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 


HEALTH 


AND 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  Year  1952. 


Prudhoe  Urban  District  Council. 


County  of  Northumberland. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH 

AND 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
For  the  Year  1952. 


2 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

— o — 


Chairman  :  Councillor  N.  P.  PARKER. 

Members  :  Councillors  J.  BELL. 

Dr.  C.  R.  DAVISON. 

J.  J.  HESLOP. 

H.  PEART,  J.P. 

Aid.  Rev.  R.  E.  ROBSON,  J.P. 
S.  RUTHEREORD. 

Mrs.  E.  E.  STOKOE. 

J.  L.  STOKOE. 

— o — 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

MADGE  HOPPER,  m.b.,  b.s.,  b.hy.,  d.p.h. 

Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE,  m.r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  a.m.i.s.e. 
Clerk  and  Shorthand-Typist  :  Miss  J.  GRAY 


3 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Prudhoe  Urban  District  Council  : — 
Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  upon  the  vital 
statistics  and  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1952. 

STATISTICS  &  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3,889 

Population  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9,394 

Inhabited  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2,700 

The  main  occupations  in  the  area  are  Coal  Mining  and  Chemical 
Works. 


The  district  consists  of  the  following  Parishes  ; — 


Prudhoe 
Prudhoe  Castle 
Eltringham 
Mickley 


1,457.4  acres. 
645.0  acres. 
355.7  acres. 
1,430.6  acres. 


The  Registrar  General’s  population  figure  shows  a  decrease  of  90 
from  9,484  in  1951  to  9,394  in  1952. 

BIRTHS. 


Legitimate  .  . 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 
71  57  128 

22  4 


73  59  132 


Natural  Increase  of  Population, 

The  number  of  births  in  excess  of  deaths  was  41  during  1952  as 
compared  with  38  in  1951  and  1950. 

Birth  Rate. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  birth  rate  to  14.05  per  1,000  population 
per  annum  in  1952  compared  with  13.3  in  1951  and  14.23  in  1950.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1952  was  15.3  per  1,000  population  per 
annum. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  decreased  by  2  there  being  4  in 
1952  as  compared  with  6  in  1951. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  0.31  per  1,000  population  per  annum  compared 
with  0.35  for  England  and  Wales  in  1952  and  0.63  for  this  district  in  1951. 
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Still  Births. 

Legitimate  .  . 
Illegitimate 


Male  Female  Total 

I  2  3 


I  2  3 


The  number  of  still  births  decreased  to  3  in  1952  from  6  in  1951 
and  5  in  1950. 


GENERAL  DEATH  RATE. 


The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  1952  was  91  compared 
with  88  in  1951  and  97  in  1950.  The  death  rate  was  9.6  per  1,000  popu¬ 
lation  per  annum  compared  with  9.2  in  1951  and  11.3  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1952. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  .  . 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis  .  . 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease  .  . 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations  .  . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  .  . 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Male  Female 
2  — 

—  I 


4  3 

1  — 

10  5 

10  6 

8  4 

5  7 

—  I 

2  I 

3  — - 

2  I 

I  — 

I  I 

I  — 

I  — 

4  3 

I  — 

I  — 

I  - — 


58 


33 
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Individual  Causes  of  Death. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cardiac  diseases  generally  de¬ 
creased  to  24  in  1952  from  33  in  1951  and  41  in  1950.  Deaths  classified 
as  “  other  heart  disease  ”  declined  by  6,  there  being  18  in  1951  and  12 
m  1952. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  “  vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ” 
showed  little  change,  16  being  registered  in  1952  and  15  in  1951. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  showed  a  slight  general  increase  to 
9  in  1952  from  6  in  1951,  while  those  from  “  nephritis  and  nephrosis  ” 
showed  an  increase  of  2  in  1952. 

No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  “  congenital  malformations 
in  1952  compared  with  one  in  1951  and  3  in  1950. 

Accidents. 

There  was  one  death  from  a  “  motor  vehicle  accident  ”  in  1952  and 
none  in  1951,  and  the  number  of  deaths  classified  as  “  all  other  accidents  ” 
dropped  to  one  in  1952  from  4  in  1951. 

Malignant  Disease. 

Deaths  from  this  cause  showed  a  sharp  increase  to  23  in  1952  from 
12  in  1951,  16  in  1950  and  10  in  1949. 

Seven  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  “  malignant  neoplasm  of 
the  stomach  ”  compared  with  none  attributable  to  this  cause  in  1951. 
Deaths  from  “  malignant  neoplasm  of  the  lung,  bronchus  ”  decreased  to 
one  in  1952  from  3  in  1951,  while  those  classified  as  from  “other  malignant 
and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ’’  rose  to  15  in  1952  from  8  in  1951.  The 
latter  group  showed  an  increase  of  6  deaths  in  males. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  registered  during  1952  for  the  fifth 
successive  year.  The  figure  for  England  and  Wales  in  1952  was  0.72  per 
1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  4 
in  1952  compared  with  6  in  1951,  7  in  1950  and  8  in  1949.  Two  of  the 
deaths  occurred  during  the  first  month  of  life  compared  with  3  in  1951 
and  5  in  1950.  One  of  these  neo-natal  deaths  was  due  to  a  congenital 
defect  and  one  to  prematurity. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1952  was  30.3  per  1,000  live  births  and 
that  for  England  and  Wales  27.6.  The  figure  of  30.3  is  the  lowest  recorded 
for  this  district  which  has  shown  a  gradual  progressive  decline  during 
recent  years. 

When  one  considers  that  as  recently  as  1947,  the  infant  mortality 
rate  for  this  district  was  60.24  P^r  1,000  live  births  and  that  this  rate 
has  been  halved  in  a  period  of  five  years,  the  increasing  value  of  the 
antibiotics  and  sulphonamide  drugs  becomes  apparent.  In  1952,  one 
infant  death  only  had  broncho  pneumonia  as  a  contributory  cause  and 
no  deaths  were  attributable  to  gastro-enteritis. 

The  rate  for  the  district  now  approaches  the  rate  for  the  country 
generally. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  position  at  31st  December,  1952,  and 
the  previous  five  years  : — 


Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

31st  Dec.,  1947  .  . 

13 

13 

1 1 

16 

53 

31st  Dec.,  1948  .  . 

16 

8 

8 

10 

42 

31st  Dec.,  1949  .  . 

15 

8 

9 

8 

40 

31st  Dec.,  1950  .  . 

20 

14 

9 

9 

52 

31st  Dec.,  1951  .  . 

21 

17 

12 

10 

60 

31st  Dec.,  1952  .  . 

20 

18 

II 

1 1 

60 

Classification  of 

New 

Cases  notified  in 

1952. 

Pulmonary. 

N  on-Pulmonary . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  i  year  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1—5  years  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  ,, 

I 

I 

I 

I 

25—35  >. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

35—45  .. 

— 

I 

— 

— 

45—55  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—65  » 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

I 

I 

The 

follows 

register  at 

31st  December,  1952,  showed  60  cases  made  up  as 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Under  i 

year  .  . 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

I — 5  years 

— 

— ■ 

— ■ 

— 

5—15 

>  >  •  • 

2 

— • 

I 

2 

15—25 

f  y  •  • 

7 

7 

7 

2 

25—35 

>  y  •  * 

7 

5 

3 

I 

35—45 

y  y  •  • 

2 

4 

— 

4 

45—55 

y  y  •  • 

2 

2 

— 

2 

55—65 

y  y  ♦  • 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

65  and  over  ,  . 

20 

18 

1 1 

II 

There  were  3  deaths  (2  pulmonary  and  i  non-pulmonary)  registered 
from  this  cause  in  1952,  the  same  number  as  in  1951.  One  of  the  deaths 
in  1952  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  a  resident  in  a  hospital  in  the 
district. 

The  death  rate  which  includes  this  institutional  death  was  0.31  per 
1,000  population  both  in  1952  and  1951.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  in  1952  was  0.24  per  1,000  population. 
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The  number  of  new  notifications  of  tuberculosis  decreased  to  8  in 
1952  from  II  in  1951.  In  both  years  there  were  6  notifications  of  pul¬ 
monary  tuberculosis.  In  1952,  5  of  these  notifications  were  in  the  15-35 
years  age  groups,  4  of  them  being  males. 

The  number  of  new  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
showed  a  welcome  decline  to  2  in  1952  from  5  in  1951.  The  2  notifications 
were  both  in  the  15-25  years  age  group. 

In  the  past  six  years  the  number  of  new  notifications  of  tuberculosis 
(pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary)  has  been  8  in  1952,  ii  in  1951,  13  in 
1950,  10  in  1949,  5  in  1948  and  17  in  1947. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL. 

The  notifications  of  these  diseases  are  set  out  in  a  separate  table 
in  the  report. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was 
213  compared  with  124  in  1951. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

The  incidence  of  Measles  dropped  to  59  notifications  in  1952  from 
94  in  1951.  The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  during  December. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  notified  increased  slightly 
to  51  in  1952  from  23  in  1951. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  4  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  1952  all  of  a  mild 
type,  none  in  1951  and  15  in  1950. 

Diphtheria. 

For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  no  positive  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified. 

Pneumonia. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  decreased  by  3,  6  being 
notified  in  1951  and  3  in  1952. 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  1952  for  the  second  year 
in  succession.  There  were  3  cases  notified  in  1950. 

Dysentery  and  Food  Poisoning. 

95  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  notified  from  the  Prudhoe  and 
Monkton  Hospital.  The  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  June,  July 
and  August  and  a  few  in  the  later  months  of  the  year. 

No  case  of  Food  Poisoning  was  notified  during  1952. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Centre  (children  o — 5  years),  at  the  schools  (5 — 15  years)  and  by  the 
general  practitioners  of  the  district.  At  31st  December,  1952,  86%  of 
the  child  population  of  the  urban  district  had  been  immunised  at  some¬ 
time  during  their  lives  compared  with  82%  in  1951  and  85%  in  1950. 


8 


The  percentage  of  immunised  children  under  five  years  rose  slightly 
to  64%  in  1952  from  62%  in  1951,  the  percentage  of  immunised  children 
5 — 15  years  was  98%  in  1952  from  93%  in  1951. 

The  figures  for  1952  show  a  slight  increase  on  those  of  1951.  During 
the  year  1952,  102  children  received  a  primary  course  of  immunisation 
(96,  o — 5  years  and  6,  5 — ^15  years)  and  268  received  a  reinforcing  injection. 

The  following  are  some  extracts  from  a  recent  communication  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  ; — 

“  During  the  last  twelve  years  over  ten  million  children  have 
been  immunised.  The  number  of  deaths  has  fallen  from  a  yearly 
average  of  some  2,800  in  1930/1940  to  about  30. 

These  are  matters  for  congratulation  but  we  must  never  forget 

that  the  elimination  of  this  disease  is  conditional  upon  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  an  adequate  level  of  immunisation. 

At  least  75%  of  babies  should  be  immunised  before  the  end  of 
the  first  year  of  life.  During  the  first  half  of  1952,  this  figure  was 
only  31%  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  greatly  improved  during 
1953- 

A  sustained  effort  of  persuasion  is  certainly  needed  directed 
to  each  generation  of  new  mothers  as  the  great  majority  of  parents 
nowadays  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  case  of  Diphtheria  and  are 
more  afraid  of  the  illnesses  they  know  than  of  the  dangers  of  Diph¬ 
theria.” 


Whooping  Cough  (Prophylaxis). 

Three  children  received  a  course  of  injection  with  Whooping  Cough 
vaccine  and  15  a  course  of  injections  with  combined  Whooping  Cough 
and  Diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

In  1952,  there  were  5  primary  vaccinations  and  3  revaccinations 
compared  with  4  primary  vaccinations  and  4  revaccinations  in  1951. 
In  view  of  the  possible  risk  of  infection  from  an  occasional  case  of  Small¬ 
pox,  usually  imported,  this  number  is  still  extremely  small. 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  1952. 


Smallpox  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — • 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  59 

Dysentery  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  95 

Malaria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  51 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 


Poliomyelitis  (Non-Paralytic) 


213 
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FOOD  POISONING. 


Total  number 
of  outbreaks 

No.  of 
cases 

No.  of 
deaths 

Organisms  or 
other  agents 
responsible 
with  No.  of 
outbreaks  of 
each 

Foods 

involved  with 
No.  of  out¬ 
breaks  of 
each 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  examination  of  faeces,  sputum,  swabs,  milk,  water  and  ice¬ 
cream  was  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  General  Hospital, 
^Yestgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

Bacteriological  Reports. 


Faeces  specimens 

Results. 
Positive.  Negative. 

.  .  I  I 

Total. 

2 

Sputum 

—  2 

2 

Throat  swabs 

.  .  I  — 

I 

Vaginal  swabs 

—  I 

I 

246 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47. — Removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 

attention. 

Several  visits  of  investigation  were  made  but  no  action  was  neces¬ 
sary  under  this  section  of  the  Act. 

Section  50.— Burial  of  the  Dead. 

There  were  no  burials  under  this  section  of  the  Act. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  (FOR  COMPARISON). 


Year 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

1945 

*  67.6 

46.0 

1946 

60.8 

430 

1947 

60.24 

41.0 

1948 

51-7 

34-0 

1949 

52-9 

32.0 

1950 

51.8 

29.8 

1951 

47.6 

29.6 

1952 

30.3 

27.6 

lO 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


Suffocation  due  to  accident 

Broncho  pneumonia.  Meningococcal 

Male 

6  months 

meningitis 

Male 

4  months 

Congenital  Hypertrophic  Pyloric 

Stenosis 

Male 

3  weeks 

Prematurity 

Male 

2  hours 

Total 

4  deaths 

TABLE  OF  DEATH  AND  BIRTH  RATES 
COMPARED  WITH  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Year 

General  E 
per  1,000 

>eath  Rate 
Population 

Inf 

Mortal! 

ant 

ty  Rate 

Birth  E 
1,000  Po 

.ate  per 
pulation 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

Prudhoe 

England 
&  Wales 

1945 

8.9 

11.4 

67.6 

46.0 

15-3 

16.10 

1946 

10.16 

II-5 

60.8 

43-0 

15.8 

19.1 

1947 

10. 1 

12.0 

60.24 

41.0 

17-95 

20.5 

1948 

9.2 

10.8 

51-7 

340 

18.73 

17.9 

1949 

9-5 

II. 7 

52.9 

32.0 

16.16 

16.7 

1950 

10.2 

II. 6 

51.8 

29.8 

14-23 

15.8 

1951 

9.2 

12.5 

47.6 

29.6 

13-3 

15-5 

1952 

9.6 

II-3 

303 

27.6 

14.05 

15-3 

PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

1.  Hospitals. 

In  the  district  there  is  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  for 
mental  defectives  under  the  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital  Management 
Committee. 

The  Hexham  and  Newcastle  groups  of  hospitals  are  available  to 
patients  from  this  district. 

2.  Ambulance  Service. 

Prudhoe  Ambulance  :  4,  High  Row  South,  Mickley  Square, 

Stocksfield.  Tel.  No.  3110  Stocksfield. 

The  urban  district  is  served  directly  by  an  ambulance  stationed 
at  Mickley  and  in  addition  by  the  ambulances  of  the  Newburn  Station. 

Newburn  Ambulances  :  Council  Offices,  Newburn. 

Tel.  No.  74535  Remington. 

During  1952  the  Mickley  Ambulance  made  487  journeys,  carried 
3,197  patients  including  248  stretcher  and  88  accident  or  emergency 
cases  and  had  a  total  mileage  of  22,175  miles.  Following  the  death  of 
Driver  Trueman  this  station  did  not  re-open  until  Driver  Bell  was  appoint¬ 
ed  on  3rd  February,  1952.  Newburn  Station  covered  the  district  in  the 
interim. 
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3.  Home  Help  Service. 

During  1952,  79  cases  resident  in  the  urban  district  were  served 
with  home  helps  for  varying  periods.  These  cases  included  24  of  illness, 
45  aged  and  infirm  people,  6  confinements,  3  paralysed  persons  and  one 
case  following  operation  and  discharge  from  hospital. 

4.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

Child  Welfare  Centre  :  Council  Yard,  Prudhoe. 

Sessions  for  babies,  children,  expectant  mothers  and  dental  treat¬ 
ment  are  held  by  the  Northumberland  County  Council  at  the  above 
centre. 

Children’s  Sessions  :  Every  Wednesday,  9-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

1-30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Ante-natal  Sessions  :  ist  and  3rd  Tuesday,  1-30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

ist  and  3rd  Friday,  1-30  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

5.  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing  Service. 

These  services  are  administered  by  the  Northumberland  County 
Council.  There  are  three  nurse/mid  wives  working  in  the  Prudhoe 
Urban  District  Council’s  area. 

HOUSING. 

The  Council  achieved  considerable  success  with  their  housing  schemes. 
160  houses  were  built  making  a  total  of  880  houses  owned  by  the  local 
authority. 

The  Oaklands  Estate  consists  of  306  houses  made  up  of  i,  2,  3  and 
4  bedroom  types.  Considerable  accommodation  has  also  been  provided 
for  old  persons. 

Private  houses  built  during  the  year  numbered  10. 

Most  of  the  properties  condemned  before  1939,  Aiston’s  Yard, 
Locomotive  Yard,  Broomwood  Huts  and  Etal  Cottages  were  still  occupied. 

No  action  was  possible  in  respect  of  the  back-to-back  houses  at 
Mickley  Square  and  West  Wylam,  but  it  is  hoped  that  this  matter 
can  be  proceeded  with  in  the  near  future. 

The  Council  is  now  preparing  to  carry  out  considerable  housing  work 
on  land  north  of  Neale  Street  and  east  of  the  Broomhill  Prefabricated 
Bungalows. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of  the  New¬ 
castle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

During  the  year,  further  internal  supplies  were  provided  in  houses 
at  Prospect  Terrace,  Prudhoe,  and  the  outside  standpipes  removed. 

Samples  taken  at  different  parts  of  the  district  and  submitted  for 
analysis  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  were  all  found  to  be  satis¬ 
factory. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  details  shown  under  this  section  have  been  compiled  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Tweddle,  Sanitary  Ofhcer. 

In  conclusion,  may  I  again  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the  Council  for  the  great  interest 
they  have  shown  in  the  work  of  my  department  and  to  the  Sanitary 
Officer  and  clerk  of  the  Health  Department  and  other  officials  of  the 
Council  for  the  assistance  afforded  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  HOPPER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1952. 


To  Dr.  Madge  Hopper  : 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  visits  made  to  ascertain 
conditions,  to  examine  work  in  progress  and  to  deal  with  complaints  made 
to  the  Health  Department  regarding  Public  Health  and  Housing  Act 


matters  : — 

Water  Supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  83 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  163 

Shops  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  44 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  941 

Factories  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  53 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  15 

Public  Conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  68 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  233 

Rodent  Control  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  67 

Infectious  Diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  48 

Verminous  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  36 

Slaughter  Houses,  Butchers,  Greengrocers,  Grocers,  Fish 

Fryers  and  other  food  preparing  premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  220 

Ice  Cream  Premises  and  Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Atmospheric  Pollution  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 


2,023 


Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  450 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  .  .  478 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  .  .  4 


Sanitary  Administration. 

The  number  of  complaints  made  to  the  Health  Department  totalled 
272  and  in  addition  many  verbal  complaints  were  received  whilst  in¬ 
spection  of  the  district  was  being  carried  out.  These  were  all  dealt  with. 

Schools. 

The  schools  are  as  follows  : — Mickley,  Eltringham,  Low  Prudhoe, 
West  Prudhoe,  East  Prudhoe  and  Prudhoe  R.C.  Sanitary  matters 
requiring  attention  were  reported  to  the  various  managers  as  required. 
Unsatisfactory  conditions  are  found  after  severe  frosts  due  to  all  the 
conveniences  being  sited  in  the  school  yards,  with  consequent  freezing 
up  of  flushing  cisterns. 
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Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Mickley  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  No  proper  sludge  beds, 
the  works  are  old  and  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  good  effluents. 

Eltringham  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Drainage  from  6o  houses 
but  only  4  W.C’s.,  discharge  to  these  works. 

Eastwoods  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  Small  works  serving 
12  houses. 

Low  Prudhoe  Sewage  Disposal  Works.  These  are  the  largest 
works  and  receive  all  sewage  from  properties  east  of  Beaumont 
Terrace  to  district  boundary  at  Stanley  Burn.  The  following 
large  premises  also  discharge  into  the  works  : — -the  I.C.I. 
Factory  and  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital. 

Difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  dealing  with  considerable 
quantities  of  sludge  which  have  to  be  dried  on  beds  before  it 
can  be  removed.  During  wet  weather  the  sludge  is  so  sodden 
that  it  cannot  be  handled  and  it  is  necessary  that  additional 
sludge  drying  beds  be  provided.  It  is  also  necessary  to  remove 
detritus  daily  from  the  channels  to  prevent  sand  and  grit  from 
passing  through  the  pumping  plant.  The  method  of  disposing 
of  screenings  is  very  insanitary  and  an  incinerator  should  be 
erected. 

West  Wylam  and  Mickley  Square  Areas. 

During  the  year  the  National  Coal  Board  were  requested  to  improve 
the  streets  serving  the  colliery  houses  and  the  following  received  attention: 
East  Street,  Low  Row  North  and  High  Row  North,  Mickley,  Ada  Street, 
John  Street,  Clive  Street  and  Tyne  Street,  West  Wylam.  There  are  still 
several  streets  requiring  attention. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  removal  of  privies  and  their  substitution  by  W.C’s.  was  again 
pursued  by  the  department.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  press  on 
with  this  task  to  improve  the  conditions  near  dwelling  houses  and  to 
assist  in  the  collection  of  refuse  and  disposal.  During  the  year  32  privies 
were  abolished  and  replaced  by  W.C’s.  In  each  case  the  Council’s 
grant  of  ^4  o.  o.  was  made.  The  following  list  shows  the  locality  where 
the  work  was  carried  out  : — 


Riding  Terrace 

..  (I) 

Thorncliffe  Cottages 

(2) 

West  Road 

(5) 

Master’s  Close  Farm 

(I) 

Prospect  Terrace  .  . 

(9) 

Colliery  Farm  Cottages 

(2) 

High  Mickley 

(I) 

Beaumont  Terrace 

(9) 

Wesley  Street 

(I) 

Holyoake  Street 

(I) 

The  number  of  privies  in  the  area  was  slightly  over  500  at  the  31st 
December,  1952. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  .  .  2,700 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  using  privies  .  .  .  .  747 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  using  W.C’s.  .  .  1,924 

Since  1946  over  750  W.C’s.  have  been  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewers. 
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27  open  ashpits  are  still 

in  use 

at  the  following  places  : — 

Oak  Street  .  . 

(2) 

Elm  Street 

(3) 

Gordon  Street 

(4) 

Broomhouse  Earm 

(2) 

Brookhouse  Yard  .  . 

(2) 

High  Mickley 

(5) 

Drawback  .  . 

(I) 

Eltringham  Earm  Cotts. 

(I) 

Durham  Riding  Cotts. 

(3) 

Oakfield  Terrace  .  . 

(3) 

Oakwell  Terrace 

(I) 

In  each  case  workmen  have  to  climb  inside  to  cleanse  them. 

It  is 

hoped  that  many  of  the  privies  will  be  removed  when  the  Council’s  re¬ 
housing  programme  is  further  advanced. 

The  Oaklands  Estate  was  nearing  completion  at  the  31st  December, 
1952,  the  last  houses  were  being  made  ready  for  occupation.  The  estate 
contains  306  houses  and  is  connected  to  the  Low  Prudhoe  Sewage  Disposal 
Works. 

Drainage  work  was  supervised  during  the  year,  the  following  figures 
show  the  amount  of  work  examined  and  tested  : — 

Number  of  lineal  yards  of  drains  laid  .  .  .  .  1,931 

Number  of  inspection  chambers  provided  .  .  70 

Inspection  chambers  are  always  provided  whenever  possible  so  that 
access  for  clearing  the  drains  is  available. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Branch  End — Both  sexes. 

Prudhoe  Road  Ends — Both  sexes. 


The  conveniences  have  been  well  used  by  the  public.  All  coin 
boxes  have  been  removed.  The  only  real  difficulty  was  experienced 
during  severe  frosty  weather  when  the  flushing  tanks  froze  and  there 
was  no  supply  of  water.  In  future  designs  this  matter  should  be  given 
special  attention. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  (House  and  Trade  Refuse). 

This  service  has  again  been  well  carried  out  despite  the  large  amount 
of  heavy  refuse  to  be  collected.  At  Oaklands  many  of  the  tenants  are 
provided  with  two  dustbins  by  the  Council  and  these  are  invariably  filled 
to  capacity  in  a  period  of  seven  days.  There  are  also  many  steps  to 
contend  with  which  makes  the  use  of  wheeled  bin  carriers  difficult.  Al¬ 
though  the  number  of  houses  in  the  area  has  increased  from  2,240  in  1946 
to  over  2,700  the  same  number  of  men  are  employed  in  the  Cleansing 
Department. 

There  was  difficulty  in  disposing  of  salvaged  cardboard  and  paper 
due  to  trade  recession. 


Trade  refuse  continues  to  increase  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  check 
the  amount  generated  by  certain  premises  as  in  some  cases  this  is  far 
in  excess  of  normal  quantities. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  two  of  the  refuse  wagons  were  in  their  eighth 
year  of  service  and  two  their  seventh.  Altogether  the  Council  have  five 
Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Ereighters  and  the  following  details  may  be  of 
interest  : — 


Registration  No. 

JVK  199 

JVK  361  . 

KBB  118  . 

BJR  306  . 

ETY  298  . 

Litter  baskets  were  fixed  at  several 
posters  placed  at  suitable  places. 


Year  Purchased. 

.  .  Eeb.,  1945. 

•  •  Aug.,  1945. 

Mar.,  1946. 

Dec.,  1946 
..  May,  1951. 
points  in  the  district  and  litter 
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Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


There  are  52  factories  on  the  register  : — • 

Garages  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Joiners’  and  Builders’  Premises  .  .  .  .  10 

Bakeries  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Boot  Repairers  .  .  ....  .  .  .  .  5 

Sanitary  Pipes  and  Brickworks  .  .  .  .  3 

Blacksmiths’  and  Light  Engineering  .  .  2 

Battery  Charging  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Chemical  Works  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

Sand  and  Gravel  Extraction  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Miscellaneous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 
Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  .  . 

26 

27 

I 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

24 

24 

I 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

2 

2 

Total 

52 

53 

2 

— 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 
were  Found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
Pro¬ 
secutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To 

H.M.I. 

By 

H.M.I. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable  temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation  .  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ —  — 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

— ■ 

• — • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

• — - 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-  -  - 

. 

--  - 

6 

6 

— 

— 

OUTWORK. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  OF  Outworkers 

IN  August 

Wearing  apparel 
(Making,  etc.) 

I 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

As  meat  is  supplied  to  this  district  from  the  abattoirs  at  Hexham  and 
Newcastle  there  is  no  slaughtering  in  the  licensed  slaughter  houses  for 
the  supply  of  meat  but  from  time  to  time  emergency  slaughtering  is  carried 
out. 

Meat  for  sale  is  examined  in  butchers’  premises  and  other  meat 
products  such  as  sausages,  brawn,  potted  meat  and  black  puddings  are 
given  regular  supervision  as  regards  the  conditions  of  the  premises  where 
they  are  prepared. 

Inspection  of  canned  goods  is  also  necessary  and  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  various  traders  unfit  foods  are  removed  from  sale.  The  amount 
of  food  surrendered  is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 


UNSOUND  FOOD 

. 

Surrendered 

Mutton  (Home-killed) 

Fruit 

Canned  Goods  . . 

Pickles  and  Salad  Cream 

Sausage  . . 

Ham  and  Jellied  Veal 

Cheese 

Cake 

5  stones 

9  lbs. 

318  tins 

19  bottles 

56  lbs. 

1 19  lbs. 

6  lbs. 

12  lbs. 

Samples  were  taken  for  examination  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Newcastle  : — • 


Ice-Cream 
Jellied  Veal 
Milk 


No.  of 
Samples 

7 

I 

3 


Result 

Grade  i  Grade  2  Grade  4 

5  I  I 

No  pathogens  isolated 
Satisfactory 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  38 — Sale  of  Horse  Plesh. 

There  are  no  premises  selling  horse  flesh  in  the  district. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  13. 

Most  of  the  food  shops  are  now  provided  with  adequate  washing 
facilities  but  there  are  still  a  few  to  be  dealt  with. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14 — Registration  of  Premises. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  these  premises  which  number  30. 
This  figure  includes  one  ice-cream  manufacturer,  ice-cream  retailers  and 
premises  used  in  the  manufacture  of  meat  products.  With  one  exception 
all  ice-cream  sold  in  the  area  is  prepacked  and  sold  from  refrigerators. 

From  time  to  time  vans  are  found  selling  ice-cream  and  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  these  were  made. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  57 — Licensing  of  Slaughter  Houses 
and  Knackers’  Yards. 

There  are  three  licensed  slaughter  houses  which  are  available  for 
emergency  slaughtering. 

Control  of  Snack  Bars. 

There  are  three  such  premises  in  Prudhoe  and  these  are  regularly 
inspected. 


IQ 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  13. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  89. 

There  are  four  licensed  clubs  and  nine  public  houses.  During  the 
latter  months  of  the  year  improvements  were  taking  place  at  the  Adam 
and  Eve  Public  House,  Low  Prudhoe,  where  new  toilets  for  both  sexes 
were  being  installed.  Improvements  are  also  to  be  carried  out  at  the 
Social  Club,  South  Road,  where  additional  sanitary  accommodation 
for  males  is  to  be  provided. 

Hawkers  Vans  and  Carts. 

Itinerant  vendors  of  herrings,  kippers,  fish  and  fruit  are  to  be  found 
selling  these  commodities  from  time  to  time.  Inspections  of  the  vehicles, 
etc.,  have  been  carried  out  and  when  unsatisfactory  conditions  arose 
verbal  warnings  were  given. 

Travelling  Vans  and  Shops. 

Since  the  development  of  the  Oaklands  Estate  and  the  distance  of 
other  Council  estates  from  main  shopping  facilities,  travelling  shops 
are  being  used  more  and  more  to  take  goods  to  the  customers.  Three 
such  shops  have  been  noticed  in  the  district  and  all  have  been  found  to 
be  satisfactory.  Butchers’  carts,  vans  and  bakery  vans  are  also  period¬ 
ically  examined  to  see  if  they  are  clean. 

Inspection  and  Control  of  Milk  Supplies. 

The  greater  proportion  of  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  Heat  Treated 
or  Pasteurised  and  supplied  either  from  the  C.W.S.  Dairy,  Stocksfield 
or  Coast  Creamery  Ltd.,  Eoxhunters  Road,  Whitley  Bay.  There  are 
still  a  small  number  of  producer  retailers  who  sell  ungraded  milk  from 
churns.  Many  of  the  vehicles  retailing  milk  are  unsuitable  as  they  give 
no  protection  from  sun,  rain  or  wind. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

Number  of  licences — lo. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949. 

Number  of  licences — lo. 

Dairies. 

There  are  three  on  the  register. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  269— -Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  at  the  31st  December,  1952,  was  one. 

Stables,  Manure  Pits  and  Piggeries. 

Stables  have  been  inspected  regularly.  The  West  Wylam  and 
Prudhoe  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.,  still  maintain  a  number  of  horses 
in  their  yard  in  Lront  Street  and  also  have  stables  at  Mickley  Square. 

There  are  a  number  of  pigs  kept  throughout  the  area  and  the  various 
premises  have  been  inspected. 

Disinfection  of  Premises. 

Twelve  dwelling  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 
and  sickness. 
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Disinfestation  of  Premises. 

Fourteen  houses  have  required  attention.  The  district  is  remark¬ 
ably  free  from  bed  bugs  and  fleas  the  chief  infestations  being  caused  by 
cockroaches.  Gammexane  dust  has  been  used  successfully  and  occupiers 
have  been  given  advice  or  means  to  eradicate  these  pests. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment.  (Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health). 

There  are  two  cinemas  in  Prudhoe  and  one  at  Mickley.  All  are 
in  good  condition  with  satisfactory  amenities. 

Other  places  of  public  resort  have  been  regularly  examined. 

Pollution  of  the  Atmosphere.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  101. 
Smoke  Nuisances. 

There  are  very  few  large  chimneys  in  the  area,  the  main  ones  being 
at  Prudhoe  Hall,  I.C.I.  Factory  and  Stocksfield  and  District  Laundry. 
The  latter  being  sited  in  the  midst  of  a  residential  area  has  been  respon¬ 
sible  for  emitting  much  smoke  and  has  caused  complaints  to  be  made 
to  the  Health  Department.  Steps  are  being  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  management  to  improve  the  position  regarding  the  emission  of  black 
smoke. 

Another  matter  which  has  caused  a  certain  amount  of  trouble  is 
the  deposit  of  chalk  from  motor  wagons  hauling  this  material  from 
the  I.C.I.  Factory.  The  substance  is  very  light  and  liable  to  be  easily 
blown  about  by  the  wind.  Arrangements  were  made  for  all  wagons  to  be 
sheeted  so  as  to  reduce  this  nuisance  to  a  minimum. 

Offensive  Trades.  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  107.  Restriction  on 
establishment  of  offensive  trades  in  Urban  District. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  operating  in  this  district. 

Housing  Acts. 

During  the  year  the  Council,  after  reports,  closed  the  following 
properties  for  human  habitation  : — 

Railway  Cottage,  Hagg  Bank. 

5,  Etal  Cottages,  Prudhoe. 

7,  Alston’s  Yard,  Prudhoe. 

54-55,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe  (Tenemented  Holdings). 

1-3,  Locomotive  Yard,  Prudhoe. 

14,  Back  and  15,  Back  West  Road,  Prudhoe. 

Two  back-to-back  houses.  Nos.  40  and  40a,  Front  Street,  Prudhoe, 
were  broken  through  and  made  into  one  house. 

Ovingham  Bridge  Toll  Cottage  was  demolished. 
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The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  after  the  necessary  notices 
from  the  department.  In  some  cases  it  was  verbally  requested  and 


agreed  to  by  the  owner  : — ■ 

Dampness  abated  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  17 

Walls  and  ceiling  plaster  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  29 

Roofs  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  52 

External  walls  repointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  18 

Eaves  gutters  renewed  or  repaired.  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Doors  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Window  frames  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  .  .  12 

W.C’s.  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Water  pipes  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Yard  surfaces  renewed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 1 

Chimney  stacks  rebuilt  or  repointed  .  .  .  .  10 

Drains  cleared  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  59 

Dustbins  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  172 

Additional  W.C’s.  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Food  stores  provided  or  repaired  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Accumulations  removed  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 


I  have  to  again  report  that  much  general  repair  work  has  taken 
place  in  the  colliery  houses  at  Mickley  Square  and  West  Wylam.  Pointing 
of  external  walls,  new  concrete  floors,  ceilings  and  considerable  plastering 
of  walls  have  all  contributed  to  make  these  small  houses  more  habitable. 
A  scheme  was  also  being  prepared  to  provide  certain  houses  with  hot 
water  and  proper  wash-up  sinks. 

RODENT  CONTROL,  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  the  prevention  and 
extermination  of  rats  and  mice.  All  complaints  have  been  examined 
and  the  necessary  action  taken.  A  wide  range  of  poisons  has  been  used — ■ 
Zinc  Phosphide,  Red  Squill  Biscuits  and  Powder,  Warfarin  with  bread 
mash  and  Biscuit  Meal.  The  sewers  were  again  treated  but  there  is 
no  real  problem  here,  the  main  trouble  occurring  where  pigs  and  poultry 
are  kept  with  thick  undergrowth  in  the  vicinity. 
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REPORT  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1952. 


Type 

OF  Property 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

12 

2,621 

27 

83 

2,743 

2.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  during  1952  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  (a)  notification 

(a)  — 

54 

5 

8 

67 

(b)  survey  or  otherwise.  . 

(b)  12 

41 

13 

4 

70 

3.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (see  Section  2) 

Major  2 

2 

which  were  found  to  be  in¬ 
fested  by  rats 

Minor  3 

28 

4 

— • 

35 

4.  Number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  (see  Section  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by  mice 

19 

3 

22 

5.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (see  Sections  3  and 
4)  treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

5 

47 

4 

3 

59 

6.  Number  of  notices  served 
under  Section  4  : — 

(a)  Treatment 

(b)  Structural  Works 
(i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

Total  .  . 

34 

2,810 

53 

lOI 

2,998 

HOUSING. 


Houses  completed  during  Year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a)  By  Local 

Permanent 

160 

160 

Authority 

Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  By  other  Bodies 

Permanent 

_ 

7 

7 

or  Persons 

Temporary 

— 
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1. — INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR  : 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) .  .  .  .  347 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 

habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  202 

2. — REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL 

NOTICES  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or 
its  officers..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  173 

3. — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  : 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  4  ) 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  I  4 

of  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil  1 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  12  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  deniolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  i 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

(Housing  Act,  1949,  Sec.  3)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  .  Nil 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

4.— NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  PERMANENTLY  DISCONTINUED 

AS  DWELLINGS  AND  NOT  INCLUDED  ABOVE  i 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1949  (SEC.  20). 

(a)  Niimber  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  received .  .  2 

(b)  Number  of  separate  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  applications  for  grant  have  been  approved  .  .  Nil 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED. 


1 

1 

By 

By 

Informal 

Statutory 

Total 

1 

1 

Action 

Notice 

1 

Privies  and  Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

28 

— 

28 

'  CO 

0) 

,,  ,,  ,,  repaired 

19 

— • 

19 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

— ■ 

— 

— 

Water  Closets  provided 

171 

— 

171 

a 

Number  of  above  for  which  grant 

03  > 
in  G 

was  given,  P.H.A.,  1936,  S.47 

24 

— 

24 

0 

1  CJ 

Sanitary  bins  provided 

157 

— 

157 

1 

,,  ,,  renewed 

15 

— 

15 

New  drains  constructed 

28 

— 

28 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 

28 

— 

28 

0 

be 

Additional  gullies  provided  .  . 

60 

— 

60 

i  o3 

Old  gullies  replaced 

14 

— 

14 

•  rH 

o3 

Scullery  sinks  provided 

52 

— 

52 

Q 

,,  waste-pipes  repaired 

7 

— 

7 

,,  ,,  trapped 

53 

■ — ■ 

53 

Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed 

22 

— 

22 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued  :  None  No.  of  houses  :  .  .  None 

1 

1 

New  service  provided  : 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  .  .  160  No.  of  houses 

160 

1  0) 

'  (X 

(b)  By  Private  Owner 

7  No.  of  houses 

7 

03  CL 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  by  : — 

i  ^  in 

(a)  internal  tap  .  .  2,640 

(b)  standpipe 

60 

LIST  OF  BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


5th  October,  1927. 
12th  May,  1939. 
9th  October,  1950. 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures. 

New  Buildings. 

Model  Byelaws,  Series  (i).  Ministry  of  Food. 
Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  For 
securing  cleanly  conditions  and  practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and 
delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  G.  TWEDDLE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 
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